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§ 91.40–3 Drydock examination, inter-
nal structural examination, cargo 
tank internal examination, and un-
derwater survey intervals. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b) through (g) of this section, each 
vessel must undergo drydock, internal 
structural, and cargo tank internal ex-
aminations as follows: 

(1) Except under paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section, vessels that operate in 
salt water must be examined in accord-
ance with the intervals set forth in 
Table 91.40–3(a) of this section. Where 
Table 91.40–3(a) indicates a 2.5 year ex-
amination interval, it means a vessel 
must undergo two examinations within 
any five year period. No more than 
three years may elapse between any 
two examinations.
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(2) Vessels that operate in fresh 
water at least six months in every 12 
month period since the last drydock 
examination must be examined in ac-
cordance with the intervals set forth in 
Table 91.40–3(b) of this section. Where 

Table 91.40–3(b) indicates a 2.5 year ex-
amination interval, it means a vessel 
must undergo two examinations within 
any five year period. No more than 
three years may elapse between any 
two examinations.
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(b) During each inspection or rein-
spection for certification, all wing 
voids, rakes, cofferdams, and other 
void spaces on barges must be opened 
and checked from on-deck for the pres-
ence of water or cargo indicating hull 
damage or cargo tank leakage. If water 
or cargo is not present, these spaces 
need not be gas freed, ventilated, 
cleaned, or otherwise prepared for per-
sonnel entry. If water or cargo is 
present, an internal structural exam-
ination may be required. 

(c) If, during an internal structural, 
cargo tank internal examination, or 
underwater survey, damage or deterio-
ration to the hull plating, structural 
members, or cargo tanks is discovered, 
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, may require the vessel to be 
drydocked or otherwise taken out of 
service to further assess the extent of 
the damage and to effect permanent re-
pairs. 

(d) Vessels less than 15 years of age 
(except wooden hull vessels) that are in 
salt water service with a 2.5 year dry-
dock interval (as indicated in Table 
91.40–3(a) of this section) or that are in 
fresh water service with a five year 
drydock interval (as indicated in Table 
91.40–3(b) of this section) may be con-
sidered for an underwater survey in-
stead of alternate drydock examina-
tions, provided the vessel is fitted with 
an effective hull protection system. 
Vessel owners or operators must apply 
to the Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection, for approval of underwater 
surveys instead of alternate drydock 
examinations for each vessel. The ap-
plication must include the following 
information: 

(1) The procedure to be followed in 
carrying out the underwater survey. 

(2) The location where the under-
water survey will be accomplished. 

(3) The method to be used to accu-
rately determine the diver location rel-
ative to the hull. 

(4) The means that will be provided 
for examining through-hull fittings. 

(5) The means that will be provided 
for taking shaft bearing clearances. 

(6) The condition of the vessel, in-
cluding the anticipated draft of the 
vessel at the time of the survey. 

(7) A description of the hull protec-
tion system. 

(e) Vessels otherwise qualifying 
under paragraph (d) of this section, 
that are 15 years of age or older, may 
be considered for continued participa-
tion in or entry into the underwater 
survey program on a case-by-case basis 
if— 

(1) Before the vessel’s next scheduled 
drydocking, the owner or operator sub-
mits a request for participation or con-
tinued participation to Commandant 
(G–MOC); 

(2) During the vessel’s next 
drydocking after the request is sub-
mitted, no appreciable hull deteriora-
tion is indicated as a result of a com-
plete set of hull gaugings; and 

(3) The results of the hull gauging 
and the results of the Coast Guard dry-
dock examination together with the 
recommendation of the Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection, are sub-
mitted to Commandant (G–MOC) for 
final approval. 

(f) Each vessel which has not met 
with the applicable examination sched-
ules in paragraphs (a) through (e) of 
this section because it is on a voyage, 
must undergo the required examina-
tions upon completion of the voyage. 

(g) The Commandant (G–MOC) may 
authorize extensions to the examina-
tion intervals specified in paragraph 
(a) of this section. 

[CGD 84–024, 52 FR 39653, Oct. 23, 1987, as 
amended by CGD 84–024, 53 FR 32231, Aug. 24, 
1988; CGD 84–024, 53 FR 34872, Sept. 8, 1988; 
CGD 95–072, 60 FR 50464, Sept. 29, 1995; CGD 
96–041, 61 FR 50729, Sept. 27, 1996; CGD 95–028, 
62 FR 51206, Sept. 30, 1997]

§ 91.40–5 Notice and plans required. 
(a) The master, owner, operator, or 

agent of the vessel shall notify the Of-
ficer in Charge, Marine Inspection, 
whenever the vessel is to be drydocked 
regardless of the reason for 
drydocking. 

(b) Each vessel, except barges, that 
holds a Load Line Certificate must 
have on board a plan showing the ves-
sel’s scantlings. This plan must be 
made available to the Coast Guard ma-
rine inspector whenever the vessel un-
dergoes a drydock examination, inter-
nal structural examination, cargo tank 
internal examination, or underwater 
survey or whenever repairs are made to 
the vessel’s hull. 
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